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Preview: \
It's our ownElection Time again. The PDGH IURP WKH ARRU LI

Nominating Committee have chosen theparty has prior permission from the person
following as candidates: Pat Carnevaleshe is nominating.

for President; Ruth Fotovat for First Vice- Our ANNUAL HOLIDAY AUCTION

President (and Chair of Programs); Annewiill follow the meeting and election. Joe
Parton for 2nd-Vice-President (and chairGuardiano will serve again as Auctioneer.
of Membership); Judy Allen for Secre- |t's time to streamline our homes. Bring
tary; and Patti Duffy for Treasurer. (Thank what you no longer use that's still good:;

% V
%

you, Nominating Committee VRPHRQH DW RXU PHHWLQJ
-- Claire deElizalde, Betty Best-selling items in the past have
Bainbridge and Jo-Ann Cer- been items suitable to give
LOOL IRU \RXI as gifts, holiday decorations,

More nominations may be eace and home-baked items.
Review: Oﬂ E 3

cratic Executive Committee
The speaker for our Oct of Lee County in January
ber meeting was DemocraZ. 2009. In keeping with his
DWC Executive Committee (DEC) talent as a fundraiser, Will's
OFFICERS Chair, Will Prather who, as always, added a¢ UVW FKDOOHQJH ZDV WR
punch of energy and enthusiasm. It's obvi-coffers. The successful Jefferson-Jackson
ous from Will's presentations that being a JDOD LQ ODUFK ZDV WKH ¢L
Nancy Simms 337-7920900d Democrat is an important part of who  Inaddition to fundraising, goals that Will
President he is. VHW IRU KLV ¢UVW \HDUY LQ
Will began by recapping his involvement RUJDQL]H WKH '(& WR ZRUN
\ID/s:te?lgrrgsei\élaelr?t 368-7947, ih the Obama Presidential Campaign. INZKLFK LQYROYHG D PRYH W
January 2007, Will accepted a position with(2) to work with Organizing for America to

by Carolyn Helms

Charlotte Blitt the Obama Florida Finance Committee andsupport President Obama’s agenda.
2nd Vice-Pres. pledged to raise at least $250,000. He met 7KH JRDOV IRU LQFO X
Claire deElizalde  482-138%Vver half of that commitment when Michelle FROQWLQXLQJ WR UDLYV
Secretary Obama appeared at a packed Broadway Palnﬁrzd;dates:
: Dinner Theatre in July 2008. 2) improving communication, messag-
?gg;?gg’ 4817421 Will said that what impressed him most ing, and visibility; . .
about the Obama campaign were the tre- (3) coordinating with Florida Demo-
Pnajan[g% organizational skills in stagingcratic Party and Qrganizing For America to
Newsletter: - fwe Visits to Fort Myers b work in statewide races.

Will is most proud of the
support that the DEC gave to
§ Democrats in recent non-par-
I tisan municipal races. And he
is pleased that several Demo-
crats have already announced
IRU UDFHV

, : Vice President Joe Bide
Pat Fish, Editor

LVKSDWULFLD#\DK RBPIP rgYeNts were planng

Claire deElizalde & Donalie Benyak, Wltf:/\\//.er:yrl]lttle lead tl;nle.
Proofreaders ith the successful pres

'DQ *XDUGLDQR *uDsKEMIALGAMP3gh, completes

/IRUL 6SHQFHU 3KRWR@QID%%CII-PI¥?W accepted th
airrmanship of the Demc
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Democratic
(OHFWHG 21¢

Alex Sink ror covernor =

: JE
President .
Barack Obama
TE o kY
Vice-PreSident 3KRWR A\HU IURP OV 6LQNYV ZHEVLWH KW
J Bd The Next Governor from Joyce Weissbach
o€ iaen | thought the membership of the DWC Baily Hutchinson, a Republican, is running in
would be interested in an article from aTexas; if she wins, she will be the state’s third
. pamphlet from the National Women'’s His- female governor, following (Miriam “Ma”)
WWW.WHItENOUSE.QOV tory Museum (www.nwhm.org). JHUJXVRQ ZKR ZDV HOHFWHF
The article lists the women who have DQOG $QQ 5LFKDUGYV ZKI
been elected governor of their state begin- “More women probably will be candi-
i ning with Nellie Taylor Ross of Wyomingin GDWHYV LQ EXW HYHQ L
Senator Bill Nelson 6LOFH WKHQ WKHUH K DReHoBdH$Htat (e iHagovity of Rtxtes will
U.S. Senator, Florida more from nineteen different states. not pass the milestone of electing a female

6HQDWH + D.U W 21 ¢ FR Xt fiigd Romen have announcedgovernor. Because several states have cho-
:DVKLQIJWRQ * & their candidacy for governorships next yearsen women more than once, a majority has

3K RV(\)/ H 2)/\ Uy Floridaﬁo O Alex Sink is the likely Demo- Yet to set this precedent. It would be nice
g$ ) cratic inee there, while Democratic Lieu- WR WKLQN WKDW DOO ZLOC

S el e &6 tenant Governor Diane Denish is aiming at W K H WK DQQLYHUVDU\ RI

KWWS ELOOQHOVRdh?/tﬂ%qgwue‘ﬂ%?(i?—oR%%BeﬁWrKay LV D PHUH ¢(IWHHQ \HDUV D

Dave Aronber . . .
Florida State Senator Single-Member District Voting  LQ /HH &RXQW\ LV ¢|QDC
6HQDWH 21¢,FH %) EdERPH WKH YRWHUVYT FKRLFH RQ RXU QH[W EDOORW
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 for it all along; now Janes agrees to a ballot decision. Our own Issues Commitfee h:
3KRQHV worked for several years on this matter; Joan Patterson (and her father before her] work
or IRU GHFDGHV RQ LW &KHHUV WR DOO ZKR FDUHG DE

Suggestion to our members: send Janes your comptite@nd/or a thank-you e-mail
YW O0\HUV
)$; |

DURQEHUJ GDYH ZHE Bill of Rights Day - December 15

, Q RQ WKH WK DQQLYHU
of the Bill of Rights and its addition to the U.S.
Constitution, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
GHFODUHG '"HFHPEHU WK DV %

“For 88 years, the League of Women Voters has

worked to defend civil liberties and promote citizen engagement in democracy, and we cc
tinue this emphasis today. It is particularly important for Americans, especially all thos
ZKR YRWHG IRU WKH ¢¢UVW WLPH GXULQJ WKLV KLVYV
SFTT. : : , e ; ,
importance of protecting and honoring our most cherished constitutional rights.

“Throughout the year, League members work in ounroanity to protect our liberties

F [9r|g make the most of them by encouraging votirggusising important issues, and holding
HOHFWHG RI¢{FLDOV DFFRXEMMEDE\OW KR 5 WHVHLGHQRMWR R

Bill of
RIGHT

at pppst.com
FST
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Amendments

Some county elections supervisors are being swamped A second rush to get signed petitions is from U.S. R8y
with voter petitions for twin constitutional amendments thatesentative Kendrick Meek, a Democrat from Miami, whc
would fundamentally change Florida politics. BesidesabakV FROOHFWLQJ VLIQDWXUH\
ORW GHDGOLQH RI )HEUXDU\ canDidlhte @\get oGtRe\hAallGt ByDpublié inWalkive. Many city
two holiday breaks in between, the pressure is raised byaad county legislative candidates use the petition method
QHZ ODZ UHTXLULQJ YRWLQJ RI¢FHKavewRlifwng @ésGgetmdling liststakidvicH-htet v@ersw
tions within 30 days. Previously, they could run the names tnqare are four proposed amendments already on the N

during relatively slow days, but now supervisors are adding: yp g H U EDOORW LQ J)ORULGD
temporary staff to cope with the surge.

I SPHOGPHQW SURSRVHG E\-W
7KHUH DUH  SHWLWLROQV RQ ¢ OHSAIHK Wk VaRUHER S % B E W HE Wo
of State, but only two are two are crowding the shelves and . «ributions to statewide camrﬁ'aiqns.
KDOOzZD\V RI WKH HOHFWLRQV RI¢{FHV WKH WZR DU URPV)DLU' _
istrictsFlorida.org, a committee based in Miami that is try- t SPHQG P HQW S U_R SRVHG E\ /H.
ing to end gerrymandering of political districts. These petiPTOPerty-tax credits for deployed military personnel.
tions would forbid the Legislature to draw district lines (to ¥ $PHQGPHQW SURSRVHG E\ WK
EH UHGUDZQ DIWHU WKH F H Q V XavnualaRseisBryeRtihc@aseRQr ndvhénmeSie sl Propatty
or protect the incumbents. The two separate proposals a8 HUFHQW QRZ FDSSHG DW SHUFI
dress the redistricting of congressional and state legislativ HU Rl1 DVVHVVHG YDOXH 2 GLPLQL
boundaries. 2|RU ¢ UVW WLPH KRPHVWHDG EX\HL

7R JHW RQ WKH EDOORW VWDWHRZHQB PUHHHQUIWVWSHURSRYRG HFR P S
must sign the petition. The number of signatures is calculattometown periods, but now some Democracy by initiative
ed to exceed eight per cent of the 2008 general election tur6HWLWLRQ ZRXOG UHTXLUH ORFDC
RXW LQ DW OHDVW RI WKH VWD W tbffigrehergsiRegueldpmeént RIghD. O GLVWULFW V
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Chapin Food Bank

With the holiday spirit of giving upon us, it's time to es-region cannot meet the food requirements of their familie:
pecially consider a contribution to the Harry Chapin FooddRUH DQG PRUH VHQLRUV RQ ¢[HG
Bank (HCFB). ance food, shelter and medical costs.

The food bank returns 92 cents of every dollar they re- 7KH ¢ QDO SDUW RI WKLV 3SHUIHF
ceive back to the community. They are able to provide tacting economy, food suppliers are employing increa%é
$2-meal to a hungry family for only 33 cents. HI¢FLHQFLHY LQ WKHLU EXVLQHVYV

This year alone the food bank has gone from distribuffhus, food donations are decreasing rapidly; HCFB ofte
ing 395,000 pounds of food in October 2008 to more thamust purchase food that was once offered at no cost. 5
700,000 pounds of food this October. The HCFB services So this holiday season consider making a donation to tl
RYHU FKDULWDEOH RUJDQL]DW L Ra@y Cbhait Fand Bargk HRPED GRWNE ISR, Roit Wyerd
HV VR GRHV WKH QHHG 2YHU RV WKHLUBLHPHRBRDMLY BVKHH \F B U @ GUEHOH
XQGHU WKH DJH RI RQH WKLUG ferewrilthe\ddli@ryQuHoraRRWKHUYV LQ RXU
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Scenes from our November Meeting
U Photos by Lori Spencer
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Will Prather, Chair of the Democratic
([HFEXWLYH &RPPLWWHH RI /HH &RXQW\

-R\FH 5DPD\ SDVW 7UHDVXUHU DQG &KD
(OOLH %R\G DQG MMUHISIKBQE 2UHQ
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Will Prather with Michelle Gueren, 3DWWL /RFKQHU D 8QLRQ YHPWHHEHRWED WH X HW E K
non-stop Activist IRU WKH VFKRRO GLVWULRW YORULGD 5HGL\
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