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It’s our own Election Time again. The 
Nominating Committee have chosen the 
following as candidates: Pat Carnevale 
for President; Ruth Fotovat for First Vice-
President (and Chair of Programs); Anne 
Parton for 2nd-Vice-President (and chair 
of Membership); Judy Allen for Secre-
tary; and Patti Duffy for Treasurer. (Thank 
you, Nominating Committee 
-- Claire deElizalde, Betty 
Bainbridge and Jo-Ann Cer-
�L�O�O�L�� ������ �I�R�U�� �\�R�X�U�� �¿�Q�H�� �Z�R�U�N������
More nominations may be 

�P�D�G�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �À�R�R�U���� �L�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J��
party has prior permission from the person 
she is nominating.

Our ANNUAL HOLIDAY AUCTION 
will follow the meeting and election. Joe 
Guardiano will serve again as Auctioneer. 
It’s time to streamline our homes. Bring 
what you no longer use that‘s still good; 
�V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���D�W���R�X�U���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���¿�Q�G���D���X�V�H���I�R�U���L�W����

Best-selling items in the past have 
been items suitable to give 
as gifts, holiday decorations, 
and home-baked items. 

by Carolyn Helms
The speaker for our Octo-

ber meeting was Democratic 
Executive Committee (DEC) 
Chair, Will Prather who, as always, added a 
punch of energy and enthusiasm. It’s obvi-
ous from Will’s presentations that being a 
good Democrat is an important part of who 
he is.

 Will began by recapping his involvement 
with the Obama Presidential Campaign. In 
January 2007, Will accepted a position with 
the Obama Florida Finance Committee and 
pledged to raise at least $250,000. He met 
over half of that commitment when Michelle 
Obama appeared at a packed Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre in July 2008.

 Will said that what impressed him most 
about the Obama campaign were the tre-
mendous organizational skills in staging 
two visits to Fort Myers by 
Vice President Joe Biden. 
Both events were planned 
with very little lead time.

 With the successful presi-
dential campaign completed, 
Will graciously accepted the 
Chairmanship of the Demo-

cratic Executive Committee 
of Lee County in January 
2009. In keeping with his 
talent as a fundraiser, Will’s 

�¿�U�V�W�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�� �Z�D�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�¿�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �S�D�U�W�\��
coffers. The successful Jefferson-Jackson 
�J�D�O�D���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�H�S��

 In addition to fundraising, goals that Will 
�V�H�W���I�R�U���K�L�V���¿�U�V�W���\�H�D�U���L�Q���R�I�¿�F�H���Z�H�U�H�����������W�R���U�H-
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H���W�K�H���'�(�&���W�R���Z�R�U�N���P�R�U�H���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\����
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���D���P�R�Y�H���W�R���D���Q�H�Z���R�I�¿�F�H���D�Q�G��
(2) to work with Organizing for America to 
support President Obama’s agenda.

���7�K�H���J�R�D�O�V���I�R�U�������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
�������� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�Q�J�� �W�R���U�D�L�V�H���I�X�Q�G�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��

candidates;
(2) improving communication, messag-

ing, and visibility;
(3) coordinating with Florida Demo-

cratic Party and Organizing For America to 
work in statewide races.

 Will is most proud of the 
support that the DEC gave to 
Democrats in recent non-par-
tisan municipal races. And he 
is pleased that several Demo-
crats have already announced 
�I�R�U�������������U�D�F�H�V��
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�%�8�$���0�ó�D�F�S�T��������������������
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�/�B�O�D�Z���4�J�N�N�T�� ����������������
�7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�1�B�U���$�B�S�O�F�W�B�M�F�� ����������������
���O�E���7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�$�M�B�J�S�F���E�F���&�M�J�[�B�M�E�F�� ����������������
Secretary

�1�B�U�U�J���%�V�ò�Z�� ����������������
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�/�F�X�T�M�F�U�U�F�S��

�1�B�U���'�J�T�I�
���&�E�J�U�P�S��
(�ö�T�I�Q�B�U�S�J�D�J�B�!�Z�B�I�P�P���D�Pm)

�$�M�B�J�S�F���E�F���&�M�J�[�B�M�E�F���B�O�E���%�P�O�B�M�J�F��
�#�F�O�Z�B�L�
���1�S�P�P�G�S�F�B�E�F�S�T
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�%�8�$���.�B�J�M�J�O�H���"�E�E�S�F�T�T��
�%�8�$�
���#�P�Y������������

�'�P�S�U���.�Z�F�S�T�
���'�-������������

�X�X�X���E�X�D���M�F�F���D�Pm

�#�B�S�B�D�L���0�C�B�N�B

�+�P�F���#�J�E�F�O

�1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�X�X�X���X�I�J�U�F�I�P�V�T�F���H�Pv

Contact Info for 
Democratic

�(�O�H�F�W�H�G���2�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V��

President

Barack Obama

Vice-President

Joe Biden

www.whitehouse.gov

Senator Bill Nelson
U.S. Senator, Florida
���������6�H�Q�D�W�H���+�D�U�W���2�I�¿�F�H���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J
�:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����'���&������������������������
�3�K�R�Q�H�V��������������������������������
�������)�W�����0�\�H�U�V�����������������������������������R�U
�������)�$�;������������������������������������������������

Contact via web form at
�K�W�W�S�������E�L�O�O�Q�H�O�V�R�Q���V�H�Q�D�W�H���J�R�Y���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W

Dave Aronberg
Florida State Senator
���������6�H�Q�D�W�H���2�I�¿�F�H���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100
�3�K�R�Q�H�V��������������������������������������������
              or
����������������������������������
�������)�W�����0�\�H�U�V����������������������������������
���)�$�;��������������������������������

�D�U�R�Q�E�H�U�J���G�D�Y�H���Z�H�E�#�À�V�H�Q�D�W�H���J�R�Y

August 2009

The Next Governor  from Joyce Weissbach

I thought the membership of the DWC 
would be interested in an article from a 
pamphlet from the National Women’s His-
tory Museum (www.nwhm.org).

The article lists the women who have 
been elected governor of their state begin-
ning with Nellie Taylor Ross of Wyoming in 
�������������6�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�Q���W�K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���I�R�X�U��
more from nineteen different states.

“At least three women have announced 
their candidacy for governorships next year.  
Florida CFO Alex Sink is the likely Demo-
cratic nominee there, while Democratic Lieu-
tenant Governor Diane Denish is aiming at 
the top job in New Mexico.  U.S. Senator Kay 

Baily Hutchinson, a Republican, is running in 
Texas; if she wins, she will be the state’s third 
female governor, following (Miriam “Ma”) 
�)�H�U�J�X�V�R�Q�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���E�R�W�K�������������D�Q�G��
�������������D�Q�G���$�Q�Q���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�����Z�K�R���Z�R�Q���L�Q�������������´

“More women probably will be candi-
�G�D�W�H�V���L�Q���������������E�X�W���H�Y�H�Q���L�I���W�K�H�\���D�O�O���Z�L�Q�����W�K�H��
likelihood is that the majority of states will 
not pass the milestone of electing a female 
governor.  Because several states have cho-
sen women more than once, a majority has 
yet to set this precedent.  It would be nice 
�W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W���D�O�O���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���V�R���E�\�������������±��
�W�K�H���������W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���±���E�X�W���W�K�D�W��
�L�V���D���P�H�U�H���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���D�Z�D�\���´

�3�K�R�W�R���À�\�H�U���I�U�R�P���0�V�����6�L�Q�N�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����������K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���D�O�H�[�V�L�Q�N�����������F�R�P��

Bill of Rights Day - December 15
�,�Q���������������R�Q���W�K�H���������W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H��

of the Bill of Rights and its addition to the U.S. 
Constitution, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
�G�H�F�O�D�U�H�G���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������W�K���D�V���%�L�O�O���R�I���5�L�J�K�W�V���'�D�\��

“For 88 years, the League of Women Voters has 
worked to defend civil liberties and promote citizen engagement in democracy, and we con-
tinue this emphasis today.   It is particularly important for Americans, especially all those 
�Z�K�R�� �Y�R�W�H�G���I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���V�H�D�V�R�Q���� �W�R���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��
importance of protecting and honoring our most cherished constitutional rights.”

“Throughout the year, League members work in our community to protect our liberties 
and make the most of them by encouraging voting, discussing important issues, and holding 
�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����´���V�D�L�G���E�\���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���/�:�9���L�Q������������

Single-Member District Voting ���L�Q���/�H�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���L�V���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R��
�E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���Y�R�W�H�U�V�¶���F�K�R�L�F�H���R�Q���R�X�U���Q�H�[�W���E�D�O�O�R�W�����&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�V���%�L�J�H�O�R�Z���	���0�D�Q�Q���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
for it all along; now Janes agrees to a ballot decision. Our own Issues Committee has 
worked for several years on this matter; Joan Patterson (and her father before her) worked 
�I�R�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V���R�Q���L�W�����&�K�H�H�U�V���W�R���D�O�O���Z�K�R���F�D�U�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���L�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���V�S�H�D�N���R�X�W����

Suggestion to our members: send Janes your compliments and/or a thank-you e-mail.

December
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To Contact Our 
Democratic O�cials

Dave Aronberg

�'�M�P�S�J�E�B���4�U�B�U�F���4�F�O�B�U�P�S

���������4�F�O�B�U�F���0�ó�D�F���#�V�J�M�E�J�O�H

�5�B�M�M�B�I�B�T�T�F�F�
���'�-����������������������

�1�I�P�O�F�����	�������
������������������

�'�B�Y�����	�������
������������������
�'�U�����.�Z�F�S�T�����	�������
���������������������P�S
����������������������������
�B�S�P�O�C�F�S�H���E�B�W�F���X�F�C�!�ø�T�F�O�B�U�F���H�Pv

Senator Bill Nelson

�'�M�P�S�J�E�B���6�4���4�F�O�B�U�P�S

���������4�F�O�B�U�F���)�B�S�U���0�ó�D�F���#�V�J�M�E�J�O�H

�8�B�T�I�J�O�H�U�P�O�
���%���$������������������������

�1�I�P�O�F�����	�������
������������������

�'�B�Y�����	�������
������������������

�'�U�����.�Z�F�S�T�����	�������
������������������

�$�P�O�U�B�D�U���W�J�B���X�F�C���G�P�S�N���B�U
�I�U�U�Q�������C�J�M�M�O�F�M�T�P�O���T�F�O�B�U�F���H�P�W���D�P�O�U�B�Dt

�4�V�H�H�F�T�U�J�P�O�����6�T�F���Q�P�T�U�D�B�S�E�T���S�B�U�I�F�S���U�I�B�O��
letters in envelopes since these are 
�E�F�M�B�Z�F�E���J�O���P�S�E�F�S���U�P���D�I�F�D�L���G�P�S���Q�P�J�T�P�O��

text

�"�Q�S�J�M���'�P�P�E��
Donations

August 2009

Some county elections supervisors are being swamped 
with voter petitions for twin constitutional amendments that 
would fundamentally change Florida politics.   Besides a bal-
�O�R�W���G�H�D�G�O�L�Q�H���R�I���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������E�D�U�H�O�\���������G�D�\�V���D�Z�D�\�����Z�L�W�K��
two holiday breaks in between, the pressure is raised by a 
�Q�H�Z�� �O�D�Z�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�L�Q�J�� �Y�R�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�¿�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �Y�D�O�L�G�D�W�H�� �R�U�� �U�H�M�H�F�W�� �S�H�W�L-
tions within 30 days. Previously, they could run the names 
during relatively slow days, but now supervisors are adding 
temporary staff to cope with the surge.

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���������S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���¿�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��
of State, but only two are two are crowding the shelves and 
�K�D�O�O�Z�D�\�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�¿�F�H�V���� �� �W�K�H�� �W�Z�R�� �D�U�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �)�D�L�U�'-
istrictsFlorida.org, a committee based in Miami that is try-
ing to end gerrymandering of political districts.  These peti-
tions would forbid the Legislature to draw district lines (to 
�E�H���U�H�G�U�D�Z�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H�������������F�H�Q�V�X�V�����W�R���I�D�Y�R�U���D���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�D�U�W�\��
or protect the incumbents.  The two separate proposals ad-
dress the redistricting of congressional and state legislative 
boundaries.

�7�R�� �J�H�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�O�O�R�W�� ���������������� �V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H�� �U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�H�G�� �Y�R�W�H�U��
must sign the petition.  The number of signatures is calculat-
ed to exceed eight per cent of the 2008 general election turn-
�R�X�W���L�Q���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���������R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���������&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V��

A second rush to get signed petitions is from U.S. Rep-
resentative Kendrick Meek, a Democrat from Miami, who 
�L�V�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� ���������������� �V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �8���6���� �6�H�Q�D�W�H��
candidate to get on the ballot by public initiative.  Many city 
and county legislative candidates use the petition method to 
save qualifying fees, get mailing lists and to meet voters.                                            

There are four proposed amendments already on the No-
�Y�H�P�E�H�U�������������E�D�O�O�R�W���L�Q���)�O�R�U�L�G�D��

���‡���$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���������S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����Z�R�X�O�G���U�H-
�S�H�D�O�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�¶�V�� �S�X�E�O�L�F���¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �W�K�D�W�� �P�D�W�F�K�H�V�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G��
contributions to statewide campaigns.

�‡���$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���������S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���E�\���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����Z�R�X�O�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G��
property-tax credits for deployed military personnel.

�‡���$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���������S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�����Z�R�X�O�G���F�D�S��
annual assessment increases for non-homestead property at 5 
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�����Q�R�Z���F�D�S�S�H�G���D�W���������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���D���\�H�D�U�����D�Q�G���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���D���T�X�D�U-
�W�H�U���R�I���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���Y�D�O�X�H���²���G�L�P�L�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�R���]�H�U�R���D�I�W�H�U���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��
�²�I�R�U���¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���K�R�P�H�V�W�H�D�G���E�X�\�H�U�V��

���‡���$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���������S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�O�R�Z���E�\���)�O�R�U�L�G�D��
Hometown periods, but now some Democracy by initiative 
�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�����Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�T�X�L�U�H���O�R�F�D�O���Y�R�W�H�V���I�R�U���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�R��
comprehensive development plans.

Amendments

With the holiday spirit of giving upon us, it’s time to es-
pecially consider a contribution to the Harry Chapin Food 
Bank (HCFB).

The food bank returns 92 cents of every dollar they re-
ceive back to the community.  They are able to provide a 
$2-meal to a hungry family for only 33 cents.

This year alone the food bank has gone from distribut-
ing 395,000 pounds of food in October 2008 to more than 
700,000 pounds of food this October.  The HCFB services 
�R�Y�H�U�����������F�K�D�U�L�W�D�E�O�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�V���X�Q�H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���U�L�V-
�H�V�����V�R���G�R�H�V���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�������2�Y�H�U�����������R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�O�L�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��
�X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���D�J�H���R�I�� �������� �R�Q�H���W�K�L�U�G���R�I�� �W�K�H���V�L�Q�J�O�H���P�R�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q���R�X�U��

region cannot meet the food requirements of their families.  
�0�R�U�H���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U�V���R�Q���¿�[�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H�V���D�U�H���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���E�D�O-
ance food, shelter and medical costs.

�7�K�H���¿�Q�D�O���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���³�S�H�U�I�H�F�W���V�W�R�U�P�´���L�V���W�K�D�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�Q-
tracting economy, food suppliers are employing increased 
�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �D�V�� �D�Q�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\������
Thus, food donations are decreasing rapidly; HCFB often 
must purchase food that was once offered at no cost.

So this holiday season consider making a donation to the 
Harry Chapin Food Bank, 3760 Fowler Street, Fort Myers, 
�)�/���������������������5�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�����W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���E�X�\���������Z�R�U�W�K���R�I���I�R�R�G��
for every one dollar you donate.

Chapin Food Bank

December
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Questions or Comments
�%�8�$���0�ó�D�F�S�T��������������������

�+�P�Z�D�F���8�F�J�T�T�C�B�D�I�� ����������������
�1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�/�B�O�D�Z���4�J�N�N�T�� ����������������
�7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�1�B�U���$�B�S�O�F�W�B�M�F�� ����������������
���O�E���7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�$�M�B�J�S�F���E�F���&�M�J�[�B�M�E�F�� ����������������
Secretary

�1�B�U�U�J���%�V�ò�Z�� ����������������
Treasurer

�/�F�X�T�M�F�U�U�F�S��

�1�B�U���'�J�T�I�
���&�E�J�U�P�S��
(�ö�T�I�Q�B�U�S�J�D�J�B�!�Z�B�I�P�P���D�Pm)

�$�M�B�J�S�F���E�F���&�M�J�[�B�M�E�F���B�O�E���%�P�O�B�M�J�F��
�#�F�O�Z�B�L�
���1�S�P�P�G�S�F�B�E�F�S�T
Flavia Harvey, Graphic Designer
(�M�J�O�E�J�T�T�J�N�B�!�D�P�N�D�B�T�U���O�Ft)

Lori Spencer, Photographer

�%�8�$���.�B�J�M�J�O�H���"�E�E�S�F�T�T��
�%�8�$�
���#�P�Y������������

�'�P�S�U���.�Z�F�S�T�
���'�-������������

�X�X�X���E�X�D���M�F�F���D�Pm

�#�B�S�B�D�L���0�C�B�N�B

�+�P�F���#�J�E�F�O

�1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�7�J�D�F���1�S�F�T�J�E�F�O�U

�X�X�X���X�I�J�U�F�I�P�V�T�F���H�Pv

December

Scenes from our November Meeting

Will Prather, Chair of the Democratic 
�(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�I���/�H�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\

�$�Q�Q���3�D�U�W�R�Q�����0�D�Q�G�\���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�����(�O�O�H�Q���:�H�O�O�V�����:�L�O�O���3�U�D�W�K�H�U�����"�"�����D�Q�G���+�H�O�H�Q���0�R�H

�(�O�O�L�H���%�R�\�G���D�Q�G���K�H�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G���2�U�H�Q���6�W�H�S�K�D�Q�V

�3�D�W�W�L���/�R�F�K�Q�H�U�����D���8�Q�L�R�Q���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W

�-�R�\�F�H���5�D�P�D�\�����S�D�V�W���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�����D�Q�G���&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���%�O�L�W�W�������Q�G���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�]

�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���.�R�Z�L�W�F�K�����R�X�U���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q��
�I�R�U���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���5�H�G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Q�J

Will Prather with Michelle Gueren, 
non-stop Activist

Photos by Lori Spencer
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF LEE COUNTY
MINUTES of the REGULAR MEETING, NOVEMBER 14, 2009

President Nancy Simms called the meeting to order at 
�������������$�0���� ���7�K�H�� �3�O�H�G�J�H�� �R�I���$�O�O�H�J�L�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�D�V�� �U�H�F�L�W�H�G���� ���$�� �P�R-
ment of silence was held and a prayer for our troops submit-
ted by Jill Biden was read.   All guests were acknowledged.

On motion of Carolyn Helms, seconded by Pat Carnev-
ale, the Minutes were approved as corrected by President 
Simms.

Patti Duffy, Treasurer, read her report.  The balance is 
positive.

First Vice President, Pat Carnevale, announced that Will 
Prather will be speaker today.  The annual auction and elec-
�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G���D�W���W�K�H���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��

Second Vice President, Charlotte Blitt, reported that a mail-
ing has been made to prospective members.  Over the summer 
months, she has submitted articles and announcements to the 
News Press and several subdivision local papers.

Joan Patterson reported for the Issues Committee.  She 
wants everyone to continue to support health care issues.  
�6�K�H�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �6�H�Q�D�W�R�U�� �1�H�O�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �R�I�¿�F�H�� �L�V�� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �F�D�O�O�V�� ��������
against health care.  Charlotte Kowitch is writing residents 
of Connecticut to lobby against Senator Lieberman.  Mi-
chelle Guerin spoke of women’s choice in reproduction.

�8�Q�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V
Claire reported on the Nominating Committee.  The 

�Q�R�P�L�Q�H�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���D�U�H���3�D�W���&�D�U�Q�H�Y�D�O�H�����3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W����
Ruth Fotovat, First Vice President/Programs, Anne Parton, 
Second Vice President/Membership, Judy Allen, Secretary, 
Patti Duffy, Treasurer.  The election will be held at the De-
cember meeting.

Joe Guardiano will be the auctioneer for the December 
meeting.  Will Prather also volunteered but, unfortunately, 
is not available on that date.  Nancy said that the Executive 
Board decided that the auction will be two-fold:  a bidding 
auction for larger items, and a silent auction for small items.

�&�R�U�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�Q�F�H
Nancy read an invitation from the Southwest Florida La-

bor Council at the Broadway Palm.
Lydia Lowell-Sherman sent a thank you to the Club for 

supporting her campaign.
Ellis Robinson, State Committeewoman, thanked the 

Club for supporting her at Leadership Council.
Jim Burch thanked the Club for supporting his campaign 

for mayor in Cape Coral.
Levon Simms thanked the Club for supporting his 

campaign for Ward 3, Fort Myers City Council.
�$�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���2�D�W�K���R�I���2�I�¿�F�H���F�H�U�H�P�R-

�Q�\���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���������I�R�U���0�D�\�R�U���D�Q�G���&�L�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���D�W���+�D�U�E�R�U�V�L�G�H��
Convention Center, Fort Myers.

Carolyn Helms read an e-mail received from Nicole E. 
Murphy, our 2009 scholarship winner.  Vi Niggl said that 
other scholarship winners have contacted us in past years.

�$�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W�V
Charlotte Blitt, speaking for Frankie Jennings, announced 

a fundraiser cruise for Frankie’s organization.  Cost is $50.
Ellis Robinson said that Ruth’s List, Florida, is hold-

�L�Q�J�� �D���V�H�P�L�Q�D�U���I�R�U���Z�R�P�H�Q���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U���R�I�¿�F�H���R�Q���7�X�H�V�G�D�\����
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��������

�7�K�H�� �+�D�U�U�\�� �&�K�D�S�L�Q�� �)�R�R�G�� �%�D�Q�N�� �I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U�� ���������� �+�X�Q�J�H�U��
Walk is January 23 at Miramar Mall in Estero.

Sharon Davis, DEC Executive Secretary, has sent a list of 
upcoming events in Lee County In November and December.

Planned Parenthood is having Cocktails at the Cove, Sun-
�G�D�\�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����������L�Q���K�R�Q�R�U���R�I���3�K�\�O�O�L�V���%�R�J�H�Q�����&�R�V�W����������

The NAACP Freedom Fund Awards Banquet is next 
month at Bell Tower.

Pat announced speaker Will Prather, Chair of the Democratic 
Party of Lee County, and an active businessman who owns and 
runs the Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre.  He spoke on the role 
of the DWC and the DEC working together.  He was instru-
mental in bringing Michelle Obama and Joe Biden to speak 
in southwest Florida during the Presidential campaign.  He re-
called the euphoria when Florida became a blue state and when 
�'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�V���Z�R�Q���D���������J�D�L�Q���L�Q���V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W���)�O�R�U�L�G�D��

He answered all questions and encouraged members to 
help Democrats throughout the state by working together to 
elect Alex Sink as governor.

Helen Moe later announced that club members as a group 
should support Will Prather by attending plays at the Broad-
way Palm dinner theatre.  A date will be considered by the 
Executive Board and brought to the members next meeting.

�3�D�W�W�L���%�L�J�H�O�R�Z���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W�����������I�U�R�P���W�K�H���������������G�U�D�Z-
ing was won by Charlotte Blitt; she donated her winnings 
to the Harry Chapin Food Bank.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned 
�D�W�������������3�0��

Respectfully submitted.
Claire de Elizalde
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�5�P���3�F�T�F�S�W�F���G�P�S���.�F�F�U�J�O�H�T��
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�%�8�$���o���P�V�S���P�X�O���-�F�F���$�P�V�O�U�Z���%�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�D���8�P�N�F�O���T���$�M�V�C���T�J�U�F��

�X�X�X���E�X�D���M�F�F���D�Pm

�%�8�$�'�
���*�O�D�����o���%�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�D���8�P�N�F�O���T���$�M�V�C���P�G���'�M�P�S�J�E�B

�I�U�U�Q�������E�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�D���X�P�N�F�O���P�Sg

�%�&�$���������%�F�N�P�D�S�B�U�J�D���1�B�S�U�Z���P�G���-�F�F���$�P�V�O�U�Z

�I�U�U�Q�������M�F�F�D�P�V�O�U�Z�E�F�N�T���P�SgO
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�³�:�K�H�Q�� �)�O�R�U�L�G�D�� �Z�D�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�� �W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�� �L�Q�� ������������
�&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�� �U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K�� �V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�D�F�K�� �7�R�Z�Q�V�K�L�S�� �I�R�U��
public schools. During the following year one township was 
established in each district for seminars, the Forerunners of 
universities. A permanent State School Fund was established 
from the sales of those properties and from later land sales 
and appropriations by the Legislature. The fund still exists 
today and generates revenue; however the interest from it is 
extremely small in relation to modern school budgets. County 
�W�D�[�H�V���Z�H�U�H���¿�U�V�W���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R���E�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q��������������
�D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���W�D�[�H�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�Q���������������)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
in Florida has evolved to a combined state and county func-
�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���E�H���D���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�H�V����
interests, and philosophies. Today there are 67 school districts 
corresponding to the 67 counties in the state of Florida. Each 
district is governed by a school board and superintendent.

�6�&�+�2�2�/���%�2�$�5�'
�(�D�F�K���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���K�D�V���D���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�R�D�U�G���R�I���¿�Y�H���R�U���P�R�U�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V��

chosen in a nonpartisan election for staggered four-year terms. 
The school board operates, controls and supervises all public 
schools within the district and determines the rate of school dis-
�W�U�L�F�W���W�D�[�H�V�����7�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�R�D�U�G�V��
�D�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�H�G���E�\���V�W�D�W�X�W�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�������H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J�����R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�L�Q�J��
�D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V���� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �¿�O�O�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
�T�X�D�O�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���� �D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q����
promotion, suspension and dismissal of employees; providing 
for student welfare; providing adequate instructional materi-
als for students; providing for the transportation of students to 
public schools and school activities and approving transporta-
tion routes; approving plans for locating, planning and con-
structing school property; providing for all schools to operate 
�I�R�U���D�W���O�H�D�V�W�����������G�D�\�V���S�H�U���\�H�D�U�����F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�G�R�S-
tion and submission to the Department of Education of the an-
nual school budget; determining the district school tax levy 
necessary to fund the school program adopted for the coming 
�\�H�D�U���� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�� �U�H�F�R�U�G�V�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O��
transactions; contracting for materials, supplies, and services 
needed for the district school system; providing for the keep-
ing of all necessary records and the making of all needed or re-
quired reports, including required reports to the Department of 
Education and periodic reports of student progress to parents; 
ensuring provision of school lunch services consistent with 
needs of students; developing and putting in place a public 
information and parental involvement program; maintaining 
a system of school improvement and education accountability 
as provided by statute.

EQUALIZING EDUCATION FUNDING
The vast differences in the numbers of children to be edu-

cated in each county and the difference in the value of prop-

Everything You Wanted to Know about 
How Florida Funds School Districts

erty from county to county led to the philosophy of equalizing 
educational opportunities by increasing use of state revenues. 
�6�L�Q�F�H�� ������������ �W�K�H�� �)�O�R�U�L�G�D�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �)�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V��
�D�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �D�P�R�X�Q�W�� �R�I�� �P�R�Q�H�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �I�R�U�� �H�D�F�K�� �I�X�O�O���W�L�P�H��
equivalent (FTE) student enrolled. The program was designed 
to address individual needs and costs, and sought to assure that 
the amount of money available for each student was indepen-
dent of the property wealth of the county in which the student 
resided. In this regard, it is considered one of the most equitable 
education funding formulas in the nation.

Today, state funds and required local taxes are combined to 
provide the basic support for public schools. The required local 
effort or rate of tax assessment derived from the property tax is 
set annually by the Legislature, as is the formula for calculat-
ing the FTE value of each student. Recognizing that the costs 
of educating children vary at different levels and in different 
programs, these program cost factors and other factors are cal-
culated and added to the FTE. Any county that fails to raise the 
required local taxes is not eligible to receive state funds.

CAPITAL OUTLAY FUNDING
The capital outlay expenditures of school districts are funded 

from three primary sources:
�‡�� �W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���3�X�E�O�L�F���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���&�D�S�L�W�D�O���2�X�W�O�D�\�����3�(�&�2�����S�U�R-

gram, which derives funds from a 2.5 percent tax imposed on 
the gross receipts of utility companies;

�‡�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �&�D�S�L�W�D�O�� �2�X�W�O�D�\�� �D�Q�G�� �'�H�E�W��
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���7�U�X�V�W�� �)�X�Q�G�� ���&�2�	�'�6������ �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�V�� �I�X�Q�G�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�O�H��
of public education bonds and general revenue appropriations, 
and

�‡�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �W�D�[�H�V���� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�O�\�� �D�� �G�L�V�F�U�H�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�� �����P�L�O�O�� �S�U�R�S�H�U-
ty tax for capital outlay. The 2-mill local discretionary tax for 
capital outlay can be levied by school districts without a refer-
endum. It is now the primary source of funds for building new 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�V�����7�K�H���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���D���������P�L�O�O���F�D�S���R�Q���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��
taxes to support local schools. Two other local taxes permit-
ted for capital outlay purposes and operations are sales surtaxes 
and local bond referendums. Both require voter approval and 
cannot exceed two years. Many counties use all or part of their 
share of race track tax proceeds for educational purposes as 
well.

�6�7�$�7�(���/�2�7�7�(�5�<���7�5�8�6�7���)�8�1�'
�,�Q�� ������������ �D�Q�� �D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �)�O�R�U�L�G�D�� �&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�� �D�X�W�K�R-

rized the state to operate the Florida Education Lotteries, and 
for the net proceeds to be deposited in a State Education Lotter-
ies Trust Fund, for appropriation by the Legislature. The cam-
paign to pass the amendment stressed that the proceeds would 
be used for education enhancement and would not be used to 
�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�� �H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J�� �U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�� �V�R�X�U�F�H�V���� �7�K�H�� ���������� �3�X�E�O�L�F�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���R�Q���S�D�J�H����
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Lottery Act created the Department of Lotteries to run the lot-
tery. It was to be self-supporting and revenue producing.

Beginning in 2005, the amount of lottery ticket sales re-
turned to the public in the form of prizes is determined by the 
Department so as to .maximize the amount of revenue earned to 
enhance education. Previously, the Act required at least 39 per-
cent of net lottery revenues be used for education. The change 
was intended to generate higher gross ticket sales and allow 
greater education funding. Lottery revenue is also used to 
pay the expenses associated with running the Lottery. Pub-
�O�L�F�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�X�V�W�� �P�D�\�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
endowments, scholarships, matching funds, direct grants, 
research and economic development related to education, 
salary enhancement and any other program the Legislature 
�G�H�H�P�V���G�H�V�L�U�D�E�O�H�����5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���¿�Y�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W��
of the state’s total education budget in 2007, Lottery funds 
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���.���������S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���L�Q���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�¶�V���������V�F�K�R�R�O���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V����
school construction and renovation projects throughout the 
state, additional funding for state universities and commu-
nity colleges, the Bright Futures Scholarship Program, and 
�R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�L�G����

ADDITIONAL FUNDING
Additional categorical programs are established by the Leg-
�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���W�R���U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W��
certain educational needs are met by all school districts. 
Funds for the programs are appropriated and are essentially 
earmarked. Counties are allowed to charge non-resident 
students a nominal fee, with exceptions for children of mi-
grant workers and military personnel. Public schools also 
receive funds from the federal government either directly 
or through the State Board of Education. Examples of fed-
eral programs are: school lunch program, rehabilitation and 
vocational grants and impact fees where federal employ-
ment or military bases increase school needs. Other special 
programs provide funds for the economically, culturally 
and physically disadvantaged.”  As mentioned earlier, each 
year the districts receive less and less from the state. How 
much lower can the state’s share of funding be reduced? 
What will be cut next? How far will the stimulus money go? 
What happens when that runs out? 
���7�K�H���D�E�R�Y�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���L�V���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���2�X�U���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W����
�V�L�[�W�K���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����3�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���/�H�D�J�X�H���R�I���:�R�P�H�Q���9�R�W�H�U�V���)�O�R�U�L�G�D����

Everything You Wanted to Know ...  �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���I�U�R�P���S�D�J�H����

�'�:�&���2�I�¿�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���R�I�¿�F�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���G�D�\�����'�(�&���&�K�D�L�U���:�L�O�O���3�U�D�W�K�H�U
�&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���%�O�L�W�W�������Q�G���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����3�D�W���&�D�U�Q�H�Y�D�O�H�����9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���I�R�U���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�������-�R�\�F�H���:�H�L�V�V�E�D�F�K�����3�D�V�W���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����:�L�O�O��

�3�U�D�W�K�H�U�����3�D�W�W�\���'�X�I�I�\�����7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�����$�O�L�F�H���0�F�%�U�D�\�H�U�����I�R�U�P�H�U���9�L�F�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���I�R�U�P�H�U���'�(�&���&�K�D�L�U�����&�O�D�L�U�H���G�H�(�O�L�]�D�O�G�H�����6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\����
�D�Q�G���1�D�Q�F�\���6�L�P�P�V�����2�X�W�J�R�L�Q�J���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W

Photo by 
Lori Spencer
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�6�D�W�������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������D���P�����W�R�������S���PDWC Meeting AND LUNCHEON
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .HOLIDAY AUCTION following meeting and elections
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .At the Royal Palm Yacht Club, 2360 West First Street, Ft. Myers 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ���R�Q�H���E�O�R�F�N���Q�R�U�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���(�G�L�V�R�Q���	���)�R�U�G���(�V�W�D�W�H�V���R�Q���0�F�*�U�H�J�R�U�����O�H�I�W���R�Q���:�H�V�W���)�L�U�V�W���6�W�U�H�H�W��

�6�D�W�����-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������������D���P�����W�R�������S���P�������'�:�&���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J���/�X�Q�F�K�H�R�Q�����6�S�H�D�N�H�U���W�R���E�H���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G��
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .At the Royal Palm Yacht Club. 

To Reserve for the December Meeting: 
�&�D�O�O���3�D�W���)�L�V�K���������������������������R�U���9�L���1�L�J�J�O�������������������������R�U���H���P�D�L�O�����G�Z�F�#�G�Z�F���O�H�H���F�R�P

Coming DWC/Democratic Events

December


